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Audience and Identities
	Media products offer materials through which people forge their identities, a sense of selfhood, class, the notion of gender, sexuality, nationality, and ethnicity. Media plays a significant role in shaping our values and our view of the world. Stories provided through the media provide myths, symbols, and resources through which we make up a common culture where we enter into this culture. The media reveals the powerful and powerless. The media legitimatizes and dramatizes the power of the forces that show those who are powerless that they ought to stay in their places or end up being oppressed. Media plays a crucial role in our lives; therefore, it is essential to essential to understand and interpret its meaning and messages. The media is often a misperceived and misinterpreted source of cultural learning (Dittmer & Bos, 2019). It plays an important role in educating people on what to believe desire, feel, think, and behave. It is a form of learning that teaches us how to react to people of different social groups, dress, popular; avoid failure, and how to adhere to the dominant system of practices, norms, values, and institutions. Gaining media literacy is a crucial resource for people to learn how to adapt to a seductive cultural environment. For individuals learning how to read and counter socio-cultural manipulation empowers them regarding the dominant culture and media. Literacy can enhance one’s dominance regarding media culture and provide people with individuals with power in the cultural environment. In this critical analysis paper, I discuss cultural studies perspectives contributions to media literacy and critique. 
	Cultural studies can be described as the approaches that are used in the study of culture and society. Various critical methods were developed, which could be used for the analysis and interpretation of cultural objects. Significant changes that were experienced in the mid-20th century resulted in the focus on the interaction of the ideologies and representations of gender, class, nationality, ethnicity, and race in cultural texts. This also entails media culture. The University of Birmingham developed these methods and was among the first academic institutions to study the effects of media such as film, radio, newspaper, television, and other cultural forms of audiences. The cultural studies also focused on the different analysis, interpretation, and use of media culture. Studies that have been conducted on youth subcultures show how culture came to be made up of unique forms of group membership and identity. 
Gripsrud (2017) argues that the media culture offers materials that are required for the development of behaviors, identity, and views. Individuals that conform to these medial culture stipulations and ordinances conform to the dominant behavior, fashion, and values. Cultural studies are also sought to understand how individuals and sub cultural groups counter the controlling forms of culture and developing their style and identity. Individuals that obey ruling fashion codes, political ideologies, and behavior develop their identities within the conventional or normal group (Gripsrud, 2017). For instance, specific social grouping members, such as conservative Americans. Individuals that are affiliated with subcultures such as Black Nationalist or punk culture often act in a different way than those in the conventional; therefore, individuals are bound to create oppositional identities that measure against the standard models.
	Cultural studies hold that culture ought to be studied within the system and social relations where culture is created and used. Therefore, the study of culture is closely linked with the study of economics, politics, and society. Cultural studies reveal how media culture can effectively express the dominant values, social developments, and political ideologies (Dittmer, & Bos, 2019).Other media forms such as film, music, and television are often conservative or liberal or expressing oppositional or radical views. Cultural studies are important because they offer tools that enable individuals to read, analyze, and interpret their culture. Additionally, it unsettles the distinctions between low and high culture through the consideration of a wide variety of cultural objects ranging from a television to novel and failing to erect any specific canons. For a long time, cultural approaches were focused mainly on literary often abandoning media culture, terming it as trashy and not yet suitable to receive attention (Mihailidis & Viotty, 2017).By contrast, cultural studies do not separate culture into popular against elite or the high and low because these distinctions can be challenging to maintain and act as a front for aesthetic valuations. 
Cultural studies enable us to investigate and explore the broad discipline of culture without preconception. Additionally, it allows for a transformed political aspect instead of aesthetic, assessments of cultural objects where one often attempts to differentiate oppositional and critical from conservative and conformist moments in an artifact. For instance, Studies conducted on Hollywood films indicate how films produced in the 1960s promoted revolutionary views, while those produced in the 1970s often depicted a battle between the conservative and liberal positions. As the decade was ending, more Hollywood films were inclined towards the conservative position that influenced the presidential election in the United States (Boggs, 2017).
	Media culture provides individuals with material that they create meaning and identities. For instance, young people often use music and video games to escape from a society that demands discipline. Men take on sports where they often feel empowered when a star or team, they support triumphs. Women, on the other hand, turn to soap operas where they find comfort and satisfaction with the romance shown in these telenovelas. The fantasies’ that people identify with, for instance, sports and soap operas, form communities where people interact with others who have similar interests. 
Some sports and film fans often recreate cultural forms that are intriguing to them; for instance, rewriting scripts of their favorite movie shows (Mihailidis&Viotty, 2017). This emphasis laid on audience reception of media content helps cultural studies overwhelm the previous textualist culture orientations, which were one-sided. It also shows the political impacts that cultural forms have and how audiences use these cultural forms. The audiences sometimes change the intentions of these cultural forms as when shrewd media users laugh at producers and managers trying to hype specific shows and characters. Ethnographic research can be used to show how the audience uses the cultural text and how they influence their behaviors, beliefs, and values. Ethnographic cultural studies have shown the different ways in which individuals use text to empower themselves. Chen (2019) asserts that women often use cultural forms to empower themselves, often escaping from the societal and traditional assigned attitudes, behaviors, and roles. It promotes fantasies of how life could be different, therefore encouraging a revolution and rebellion again men domination. These texts can also be enforced for a certain audience, for instance, women submitting to men, therefore, trapping them in the ideologies and fantasies of romance, where submission is viewed as the happiness and satisfaction of women.
	In conclusion, cultural studies provide cultural approaches that can be used in various cultural artifacts ranging from television programs such as news to events such as presidential elections or the representations of terrorist attacks and security forces response. The comprehensive views of cultural studies encompass the analysis of the text, political economy, and critical perspectives that allow people to understand the meaning of these messages and dissect the impacts of dominant cultural norms. 
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